SPEECHES

adhere and rely on them aJone for our eventual success.
A respect for the law is a necessary quality for endu-
rance as a nation and it has always been a marked
characteristic of the Indian people. We must there-
fore scrupulously observe the law while taking every
advantage both of the protection it gives and the
latitude it still 1eaves for pushing forward our cause
and our propaganda. With the stray assassinations
which have troubled the country- we have no concern,
and, having once clearly and firmly dissociated our-
selves from them, we need notice them no farther. They
are the lank and noxious fruit of a rank and noxious
policy and until the authors of that policy turn from
their errors, no human power can prevent the poison-
tree from bearing according to its kind. We who have
no voice either in determining the laws or their ad-
ministration are helpless in the matter. To deportation
and proclamation, the favourite instruments of men
incapable o* a wise and strong rule, we can only
oppose a steady and fearless adherence to the propa-
gandism and practice of a lawful policy and a noble
ideal.

Our ideal is that of Swaraj or absolute autonomy-
free from foreign control- We claim the right of every
nation to live its own life by its own energies according
to its own nature and ideals. We reject the claim
of aliens to force upon us a civilisation inferior to our
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